
















For some people life is best lived when the choic-
es are simple. When every action can be digitally  
categorized as right or wrong. When all shades of grey are deleted and 
you’re left with only a singular choice. For those people motorcycle rac-
ing is easily summarized -  Victory or Failure, Checkers or Defeat, Death 
or Glory. And so it is with the latest Icon creation - the Death or Glory drop 
seat rigid. 2100cc’s of aircooled twin stuffed into a Detroit Bros. gooseneck 
frame. The hand formed aluminum seat low enough to decapitate quizitive 
roadside squirrels. Suspended by an Ohlins front and a NOhlins rear,  the 
D/G rides like a straight line American dream. In the vein of  our midwest  
upbringing, where anything more curved than ruler is best left in the clos-
et. The ability to turn bikes, as we’ve found through countless hours of 
research, is highly overrated. Ground clearance and functioning brakes 
are also non essentials, best left as accouterments on ‘fancy’ Japanese 
models. No, in America we like our machinery overpowered and under 
thought. Performance that can be measured a quarter mile at a time. 
Anything longer and our miniscule attention spans go into sleep mode. 
Thankfully bikes like the D/G are within the easy grasp of any blue blood-
ed tax payer. All you need is a fully equipped machine shop, ten grand 
worth of welding equipment, an Ebay account, and a complete lack of 
common sense. All traits that the Icon garage team has in spades. 

Frame			   Detroit Bros. Gooseneck Drop Seat
Engine			   Ultima 127 ci
Transmission		  Ultima 6-Speed
Primary Drive		  Barnett Scorpion Billet Belt Drive
Clutch			   Barnett  Scorpion Lock-up Clutch
Drive Chain		  RK 530 O-Ring
Rear Sprocket		  Renthal 
Front Wheel/Tire		 Kawasaki ZX10R / Conti Blitz 130/90 R17
Rear Wheel/Tire		 Kawasaki ZX10R / Dunlop Sportmax 190/55 R17
Brakelines		  Goodridge braided
Front Suspension	 Ohlins R&T / Attack Racing Triples
Exhaust 		  Supertrapp 2-1 Header / Devil GSXR1000 Carbon Cans 
Forward Controls	 K.D. Engineering
Gas Tank		  Handformed Aluminum
Oil Tank			  Handformed Aluminum
Seat/Fender		  Handformed Aluminum
Number Plate		  Handformed Aluminum
Headlight		  PIAA
Carb			   45mm Mikuni 
Ignition			  Accel Super System
Filters/Breathers		 K&N
Throttle 		  Barnett
Oil Cooler		  Jagg
Handlebars		  Sectioned Renthals / Vortex clipons
Controls			  Momo grips / CRG Levers
Rearview Mirror		 Mattel Barbie Edition
Paint			   Comeau Painting



The year was 1990 - I had just turned sixteen and was filled with the re-
bellious dreams that spring time in southeastern Michigan often conjure. 
Dreams of riding a motorcycle in the crisp March air. Smoking cigarettes 
in the Pioneer parking lot perched against my plastic steed. Throngs of 
chicks would trip over themselves to get with the  ‘cool’ guy. The right 
bike could do all this for me. It would be glorious. And there, parked in 
the Nicholson’s showroom sat the enabler of these dreams. A pristine 
1990 Suzuki GSXR750, in all her Hypersports beauty. Sex executed in 
plastic and aluminum. Her multi-tone blue and white paint as clean and 
purposeful as a razor.  I would have sold my soul for that bike. But alas 
is was not to be. 

Twenty years have passed since that day - Navy, college, career, mar-
riage, and daughter flow beneath the bridge of my life - but I still remem-
ber that feeling of mechanical lust. That bike was freedom, the physical 
summary of my youth. That bike was my right of passing. It has been 
a long time since I’ve been back to Ann Arbor. Time has flipped things 
- bikes have gotten lighter, I’ve gotten heavier. That bike was once my 
singular desire, now she is a mildly noteworthy addition in my motorcycle 
harem. But every time I look at that Hypersport, now parked in the lobby 
of Icon’s design office, it takes me back to a different time. That’s what 
Icon is to me, that initial passion for motorcycles, and the constant chase 
to recapture that feeling.

Model	 1990 GSXR750
Bodywork	 Airtech GSXR750RR Fiberglass
Windscreen	 Zero Gravity
Clutch	 Barnett
Drive Chain	 RK 530 O-Ring
Rear Sprocket	 Vortex 
Front Tire	 Pirelli Diablo Superbike 120/70 R17 
Rear Tire 	 Pirelli Diablo Superbike 180/55 R17 
Front Suspension	 Showa / Racetech Gold Valve 
Exhaust 	 Factory Header / Racefit Titanium Silencer
Headlights	 H4 Conversion / PIAA Bulbs 
Paint	 Bill Sanger


